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On Aug. 12, Deputy Frank Duarte, who presides over the National Assembly's defense and
governance committee, told reporters the committee had agreed to launch a formal investigation
into activities conducted by the Defense Information Directorate (Direccion de Informacion
para la Defensa-DID). The DID is a division of the Sandinista Popular Army (Ejercito Popular
Sandinista-EPS). Duarte said DID chief Col. Lenin Cerna would be called to provide testimony
before committee members. According to Duarte, "we want to know how the DID works, what
type of investigations it carries out, who it reports on and to whom it reports." Duarte added that,
based on Cerna's testimony, the committee might decide to recommend eliminating the DID
among proposed changes in the military structure law (Ley Organica Militar), which is scheduled
to come up for debate in the National Assembly. The DID, created shortly after President Violeta
Chamorro was elected in February 1990, has been singled out on numerous occasions by local
rightist politicians and human rights groups as a "Sandinista secret police." Between 1979 and
1990, Cerna was chief of the now-defunct General Directorate for State Security (Direccion General
de Seguridad del Estado-DGSE). On Aug. 14, Cerna testified before the committee and rejected
allegations the DID functions as a "Sandinista secret police." He indicated DID's only functions are
to "obtain, organize and analyze intelligence information," and that the organization is under the
command of President Chamorro and EPS chief Gen. Humberto Ortega. Cerna said over the last
two years, army intelligence and counter-intelligence units were reduced from 2,015 members to
about 400 members. He added that the intelligence bodies in neighboring Costa Rica and Honduras
were at least twice as big as those of Nicaragua. According to Cerna, the DID has a monthly budget
of about US$100,000. Cerna was accompanied in his appearance before the committee by EPS
spokesperson Col. Ricardo Wheelock. According to Wheelock, with 17,000 permanent members,
Nicaragua now has the smallest military in the region. He said the Guatemalan army currently has
60,000 members and the armed forces leadership there has said they would like to increase that
number by 25%. The Salvadoran army, according to Wheelock, will be reduced to 32,000 under
terms of the peace accords; the Honduran army has 28,000 members; and Costa Rica's combined
security forces number 26,000. Cerna said he was "concerned" over the small size of Nicaragua's
defense forces in comparison to its neighbors. He cited "aggression" carried out against fish
resources in Nicaraguan territorial waters by the Honduran fish industry, and interest expressed
by other countries regarding islands and keys located off Nicaragua's Atlantic coast, as examples
of why the country needs to maintain a strong military. "It is a patriotic duty for all Nicaraguans,"
he concluded, "to make sure our country doesn't once again become easy prey, as it was during
the previous century when they took pieces away from Nicaragua on all sides." (Sources: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 08/12/92, 08/14/92; Agence France-Presse,
08/14/92)
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